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We Enter into this Time EverWe Enter into this Time Ever--Aware that Aware that   

We Are Enfolded by the Light of Hope, Peace, Joy and LoveWe Are Enfolded by the Light of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love  
  

Setting Our Sacred Space…  

 As you come to this time and settle yourself in your safe and sacred place, 
I hope that you are well and safe and ever-aware of God’s presence -  

all around and deep within. Please take a moment to be… to breathe… 
...to ground yourself in God’s presence. 

Perhaps you have been using the spiritual practice of your 
 PUC At-Home Luminary. 

If so, you may want to place your Luminary before you and turn on its light; 
or you may choose to light a candle. 

 

Lean into the light...Be still and know…. 
 

‘A light shines in the darkness, 
And the darkness can never put it out’ 

John 1 
 

May we continue to lean into the light - May we be enfolded by the light. 
May we allow the Holy Light to burn and shine in us and through us. 

 
 Music to Gather & Ground Us… 

 

Listen to Track # 1 on our ‘Lean Into the Light of Music’ CD 
 

‘Lean In Toward the Light’ 
 

offered by Our Choir - Cecely Gilby soloist 
words & music by Carrie Newcomer; score & piano arrangement by Gary Walters 

December 13th, 2020 

  
A Prayer for This Day… 

 

As you take a moment to pray these words, I invite you to become aware that 
others, friends and strangers, are also joining with you. 

May you know once more that you are not alone. 
 

Earth-dwelling God, 
   willing to be made small and vulnerable, 
   choosing to live with the ordinary people on earth, 
   we come before you in wide-eyed wonder. 
 

We join in with the stars as they sing for joy; 
   our hearts echo the music of angels 
   which filled the skies on the night of your birth. 
 

With outrageous humility, 
   you share our humanity; 
   you are our God made flesh, 
   revealed among us for all to see. 
And it takes our breath away. 
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As we continue to celebrate your birth 
   and proclaim your love, 
   may your peace fill our world 
   and joy transcend all fear. 
 

And may we ever find you 
   at one with your people, 
   sharing our pain, 
   making us whole. 
 

Unclog our ears. 
Open our hearts. 
Touch us and our world now. 
Transform our very beings. 
 

May it be so…. 
adapted from ‘Earth-Dwelling God’ by Louise Gough  in Winter 

 
Enjoy the Gift of Music…  

 

Listen to Track # 12 on our ‘Lean Into the Light of Music’ CD 
 

‘Hope is a Star’ 
offered by Sally O’Neill       Voices United 7  

‘Christmas in August 2020’ 

 
Listening To & Dwelling With the Christmas Story… 

 

It is a story you have heard many times before, but sometimes when something 
is so familiar, we fail to really, truly listen.  

 

So, I invite you to settle into the ancient biblical story.  
In your bible or using an online bible search 

go to Luke 2: 1-20. 
 

Perhaps you might turn to the King James wording: 
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree… 

 

Or you may choose to use a contemporary translation, such as ‘The Voice’ 
 

Around the time of Elizabeth’s amazing pregnancy and John’s birth, the emperor 
in Rome, Caesar Augustus, required everyone in the Roman Empire…. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2&version=VOICE 
 

*** If you prefer to listen to a reading of Luke’s Gospel, 

listen to Track 11 on our ‘Lean Into the Light of Music’ CD 
as Rev. MB shares the Gospel  story using the  Contemporary English Version 

 translation of the biblical text. 
 

Read the story out loud, very, very slowly… 
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Read the story again: 
 

this time listen for a word or a sentence 
that stands out for you… 

 

Ponder that word or sentence… 
 

Let it resonate deep within…. 
 

How is the ancient story speaking anew to you  
in this COVID Christmas time?? 

 

Enjoy the Gift of Music…  
 

Listen to Track #  19 on our ‘Lean Into the Light of Music’ CD 
 

‘Silent Night-instrumental’ 
offered PUC Jazz Combo  - Christmas Eve 2019 

 
Contemporary Poetic Ponderings… 

 

Receive the Gift of these Words and this Poem- ‘Earthed’ 
 

Ring a bell, 
call a parade, 

get this on the evening news. 
 

Let everything on earth, 
and beneath the earth and above it, 

and everything in the sea too, 
from the oak to the octopus, 

bees, bears, birds, buffalo, bacteria, 
and human beings, 

take notice. 
 

We have an announcement. 
The waiting is over. 
The gap is breached. 

 

Tell the lame they will dance 
and the blind they will see rainbows. 
Tell the oppressed they will be free 

and the poor they will be rich. 
Tell the meek their earth is ready. 

 

Tell darkness its days are numbered 
and its minions to flee, 

tell the warmongers 
that peace will overtake them 

and cover their battle tanks in dust. 
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Let the wind shake the forest, 
and ripple praise across the grasslands. 
Let the mountaintops sparkle with joy. 

 

Your God is for you; your God is with you, 
Let all creation sing God’s welcome. 

 

But whisper it, 
the baby is sleeping. 

 

Jeremy Williams- www.engageworship.com 

 
Enjoy the Gift of Music…  

 

Listen to Track # 9 on our ‘Lean Into the Light of Music’ CD 
‘Dream a Dream’ 

0ffered by Cecely & Randy Gilby     More Voices 158 

Christmas Eve 2019 

 

Moment to Reflect…. 
 

Take a moment to reflect on these words from author, war correspondent 
and CBS news journalist, Eric Sevareid: 

 

Christmas is a necessity. 
There has to be at least one day of the year to remind us 

that we’re here for something else besides ourselves. 
 

What reminder does Christmas offer to you 
this year ???? 

 
Enjoy the Gift of Music…  

 

Listen to Track # 7 on our ‘Lean Into the Light of Music’ CD 
‘God’s Surprise’ 

0ffered by William Austin 
words by John L Bell (Iona Community) 

 
Words of Parting & Blessing… 

 

Holy One, surround us. 
Surround us lovingly. 

Surround us lovingly with hope. 
 

Holy One, cradle us. 
Cradle us tenderly. 

Cradle us tenderly with peace. 
 

Holy One, rock us. 
Rock us gently. 

Rock us gently with joy. 
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Holy One, bless us. 
Bless us abundantly. 

Bless us abundantly with love. 
 

Holy One, surround us. 
Surround us this Christmas Season and beyond. 

Surround us. 
Emmanuel: God-With-Us. 

 

Enjoy the Gift of Music…  
 

Listen to Track  # 21 on our ‘Lean Into the Light of Music’  CD 
‘Go Tell It on the Mountain’ 

0ffered by our PUC Choir 
Christmas Eve 2019 

Merry Christmas from Mary-Beth, Sandy  
& your PUC Musical Friends! 

 

We hope you continue to enjoy all the gifts of music 
on our ‘Lean Into the Light of Music’ CD 


